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Be Prepared
Two Kinds of People
Mankind, from the first sin in Eden, has faced countless challenges brought on by sin
The 1900s saw the “war to end all wars”, yet wars continue

The Holocaust allowed us to see man at his worst…yet continue to see the inhumanity of man to man to present day

Makes one ask the question, is there reason to hope in the future?

In the book, Christ the Meaning of History - “Our generation is strangled by fear: fear for man, for his future, and for the direction in which we are driven against our will and desire. And out of this comes a cry for illumination concerning the meaning of the existence of mankind, and concerning the goal to which we are directed. It is a cry for an answer to the old question of the meaning of history” (Hendrikus Berkhof) 

Often hear “He who does not learn from history of destined to repeat it”

One could hear Solomon’s words (Ecclesiastes 1:9) and feel that life is a cycle that repeats itself over and over with nothing more…
Some take the view that the observable physical world is all there is…

Therefore, if this life is all there one needs to “enjoy it” to the full…

Fulfilling personal, usually selfish and indulgent goals is the only thing giving purpose to life…. 

The Christian view of history and life is very different from these two, believing in Jesus as the central figure of history and His provision for mankind beyond life on earth…

The Bible is all about Jesus, His promised coming, His coming and His coming again…

As a result of the grace of God (demonstrated in Jesus) the faithful look forward to this coming again
In our last lesson we spoke of the promise of hope in the second coming…

The promise of the return of Jesus was a reason for rejoicing and so Paul said, 1 Thessalonians 4:18 – “Therefore encourage each other with these words”

However, there continues the need to remember that “the day of the Lord” will have two results…one wonderful…one terrifying!! – 1 Thessalonians 5:1 – 3

Jesus Himself spoke of this final day in two parables in Matthew 25, the parable of the virgins and the sheep and goats…
The parable of the ten virgins – Matthew 25:1 – 13
The parable of the sheep and the goats – Matthew 25:31 – 46

The Lesson?

I remember the Boy Scout Moto…Be Prepared
To have hope one must be ready…whether we die before the great event or live to see it

Two very important things to remember about the Day of the Lord…

1. As appears to be the problem Paul addresses at Thessalonica, it could happen at any time since we have been in the last days since Pentecost and the beginning of the Church/Kingdom of Jesus Christ

2. Or it could take a lot longer that we would think for His return

The Lesson: 

1. We can count on Jesus returning to take His Church home (John 14:1 – 3) 

2. Christians should live in joyful expectation of His return at any moment…
3. Christians/mankind should realize that there will be no announcement of the date – 1 Thessalonians 5:2; 2 Peter 3:10; Revelation 16:15

4. Paul’s assurance to the readers is that judgment for them is no threat…as long as they are faithful

Christ’s return means condemnation only for those who have rejected Him… 

In 1 Thessalonians 5:3 Paul echoes the thoughts of Jesus in Matthew 24:36 – 39

While people are saying, “Peace and safety” destruction will come on them suddenly…
Christ will return in a time that appears to be ordinary…

 “Suddenly” expresses the idea that the coming will be unexpected at that moment…

“Labour pains” perhaps used to show two things:

1. Labour pains come on their own schedule without warning…

2. They can’t be escaped in child birth… 

The point is that Paul wants to warn his readers that they can’t trust their forecasters or their personal senses as to the timing of the Day of the Lord…no warning…

From the human point of view, we live in a diverse world – cultures, ethnic mixes, language groups, religions, political persuasions etc.
Two Kinds of People

However, according to Paul there are two kinds of people – night (unbelievers) and day (believers) people – 1 Thessalonians 5:4 – 11

The night people are asleep as far as relationship with God and the day people are alert and clear eyed

This is not a new idea – Psalm 107:10 – 12

Going with the intro of this Psalm, God is good with enduring love, so will forgive those who turn to Him – Psalm 107:13 - 16
One who has been in darkness does not need to stay there but can turn to Jesus, the light of the world – John 8:12

In Acts 26 when Paul is before King Agrippa, he gives some details about his call to lead people from darkness to light – Acts 26:1 – 18 (16 – 18)
Paul speaks of this also in Colossians 1:3 – 14
Paul includes himself among the “rescued” 

“Rescued” and “brought” speaks of the act of transfer from Satan’s dominion to Christ’s Kingdom

Here Paul is speaking of the present rule of Jesus as King over His Church (kingdom) until it is turned over to the Father at the end of time as we know it –              1 Corinthians 15:23 - 28
Through Jesus in His Kingdom, we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins – Colossians 1:14
Peter agrees with this view as well and states the implications of it – 1 Peter 2:9 - 12
There will be clear differences between the people of darkness and the people of the light
Need to be ready as sons of the day –                             1 Thessalonians 5:5 – 11

Watchful and sober…

Walking in the light, following Jesus, the light of the world – John 8:12; 12:35, 36; Ephesians 5:8; 1 John 1:5 – 7

Silly illustration: In airplane…crashing…jump just before it hits the ground…

Can’t make it right when we see Him coming, need to be living every day – Romans 13:11 – 14;                         1 Thessalonians 5:2, 6; Matthew 24:36

Learn from Jesus’ letter to Sardis - Revelation 3:2, 3
Need to be armed and ready – 1 Thessalonians 5:8; Ephesians 6:11 - 18
 We need to be comforting and encouraging each other in being prepared – 1 Thessalonians 5:11
The blessings of God bring comfort to us which we can share – 2 Corinthians 1:3, 4  
CONCLUSION

Being ready when the Lord comes requires a knowledge of God’s will for us…

Requires our living, not just talking…

Watch for His return with anticipation like the 5 virgins who were prepared
